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INFORMATION SUMMARY
Background and Methods:

· The SCCCR was asked to assess cancer occurrence in ZIP code 29307 (Cannon Campgrounds area, Spartanburg, SC) 
· The DHEC protocol for Response to Community Cancer Concerns following the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines was used.

· Cancer incidence data (new cases) and cancer mortality (deaths due to cancer) for ZIP code 29307 were examined for the most recent 5-year period of available data (2003 - 2007), and then for all available data years from the SCCCR (1996 – 2007) to identify any unusual patterns of cancer occurrence and deaths.  This ZIP code was compared to two other similar ZIP codes in the state to determine if any difference was seen in cancer patterns.  And, additional small area spatial analysis was also conducted. 
Results:

· ZIP code 29307 analyses of new cases diagnosed and deaths due to cancer showed slightly fewer cases observed than expected to occur overall.  
· No excess was found in any specific cancer types, including rare cancers, over and above the number of cases expected to occur by chance alone.

· Results for comparison ZIP codes showed that one comparison area had a slight excess of new cancer cases and deaths, unlike the area of concern which showed no excess.

· Compared to what was expected in these comparison ZIP codes, there were slightly fewer new cases in one area, slightly more new cases in the other, and slightly more deaths in both. 

· Additional statistical tests were then applied to the smaller area of concern to determine if cancer there was any different from cancer patterns in the surrounding areas.

· No different cancer patterns were found in the area of concern that were different than a larger area of Spartanburg and Cherokee counties.  
· For cancer deaths, the area of concern had similar patterns to a much larger areas of Spartanburg, Cherokee, Greenville, and Laurens counties. 

· For cancers of the kidney and liver, those thought to be related to exposure to chloroform, there was no clustering found in the area.

Final Conclusions: 
· Overall cancer patterns are similar across the Upstate of South Carolina.  Cancer patterns in the area of concern were no different for this time period.  
· Cancer is not one disease, but many, with different risk factors for each type.  No clustering was found for any specific cancer types, or those found to be possibly associated with chloroform, a chemical of concern in the area.

· At this time, based on the available data, there is no evidence of cancer clustering in this area.  The SCCCR will continue to monitor cancer occurrence and cancer deaths for this area as new data become available for use.
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